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right down in the bottom of their hearts, that some-
body knows. That is spiritual punishment." This
boy was the only one in his class, numbering about
fifty, who made anything approaching so clear
a pronouncement. More than half of the others
declared that physical retribution such as has already
been referred to would be visited upon the offender
by God. When asked whether he had thought out
for himself the conclusion to which he had come
he said he had, from what his teacher had told him ;
but she at once said that she had not spoken definitely
about it although it had underlain much of her
instruction. Unfortunately, many of the children
had obtained, from whatever source, very different
predominating conclusions, and the case is cited so
fully to shew the great need for definite and unmis-
takable instruction on the subject.

Statements in essays such as : " If a boy tells a lie
and is not found out God will not punish him, if he
is punished he brings the punishment on himself,"
and " It was her conscience that punished her, not
God," indicate the danger of giving the impression
that God has nothing to do with the conscience. A like
danger arose when natural science came into promi-
nence in the last century and was taught as though it
had no connection with God at all. Hardly yet is
there a clear general recognition of the fact that
science is the examination and application by man
of God's laws governing nature. Let us not make
a similar mistake in the investigation of spiritual
and psychical laws now proceeding so rapidly.
In thinking of the conscience, rather should we clearly
point out that God has given to each of us a conscience